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he was received as a guest at the German army manceuVores and
afterwards at the Berlin war office; where, though no W&fets-
were told to him, he was courteously given every guidance in
regard to published facts. A German historian has argued that
this proves the 'complete guilelessness' of the German authori-
ties towards an anti-German England.1 That is probably put-
ting it too high; they saw in the Gottingen-educated war minister
an obvious liaison with the British cabinet, and naturally made
the most of him; while their view of a British Expeditionary
Force was probably what Schlieffen's had been two years earlier
—that it was too small in relation to the conscript armies to turn
any scales. At this same time in Russia, as the British ambassador
there reported in January 1907, German influence was 'pre-
dominant both at the Court and in Government circles'.2 Ger-
many did not feel that her favourable footing in both capitals
was appreciably changed by the Anglo-Russian Convention;
nor was it, to all appearance, till the events of October 1908.
The summer of 1907 brought the fifth Colonial Conference.
Seven premiers attended;3 among them General Botha, con-
spicuous as a new-comer. They passed a resolution to meet
every four years, and decided that the term 'Dominions' be sub-
stituted for 'Colonies' in application to self-governing units of
the empire. A proposal for a permanent Imperial Council was
abandoned, owing to the opposition of Canada; but it was agreed
to form a permanent secretarial staff for the Conference under
the colonial secretary. Nothing of importance was done in
regard to defence. Five of the premiers, headed by Australia,
pressed strongly for the adoption of fiscal Preference by the
imperial government; but Sir Wilfrid Laurier, for Canada, and
Botha, for the Transvaal, held that each government must be
free to settle its own fiscal system. Laurier was in fact planning
reciprocity with the United States. The insistence of the others
on their demand was not very impressive, as they knew that in
view of the 1906 election result no British government could
1 Otto Hammann, Deutsche Weltpolitik, 1890-1912 (1925), 158: *Diese deutsche
Unterstiitzung des englischen Kriegministers beweist unwiderleglich die vollige
Arglosigkeit der deutschen Staatsmanner und Generale gegentiber der damaligen
deutschfeindlichen Politik EnglanoV	2 British Documents, iv. 256.
3 Representing Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Cape Colony, Natal, the
Transvaal, and Newfoundland. The Orange River Colony had not yet its new
constitution.

